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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

e Mx wn (01170) DNNaX NdMA: Rashi quotes the Gemara in Yevmos that the repetition of the nanxI X is 7y 0712 'nTnY
D10pN. Al pi derush, there are two kinds of times in a person’s life: times of greatness (gedolim) and inspiration, and times
of challenge (ketanim). The purpose of the times of greatness is to give us strength for the challenging times.

e 13:1D nndn wn: Right after speaking about Chag HaShavuos, the Torah repeats the pasuk of matanos aniyim (almost
exactly the same as parshas kedoshim). The reason is to indicate that Matan Torah is not just on the chukim - the things we
have to accept, but even on the values and principles that we could derive ourselves. Without emuna, even the best of
human intentions can be corrupted.

e W N IINX 9 UTI? UX: Regarding the mitzvah of sefira, the Torah calls yom tov (pesach) a shabbos. (The caused many
issues with the tzedokim. See Mishnayos RH.) Yom Tov is that which Am Yisrael is mekadesh, whereas Shabbos is Kadosh
from Hashem. However, the process of transformation inspired by Sefira elevates the individual and that the kedusha that
was create (i.e. yom tov) is also raised to a more permanent and transcendent state.

e T13:a0 "na N"N: The pesukim describing Rosh HaShana are more obtuse than those of any other chag. This is because the
more sublime and deep an idea is, the more it is described in a concealed way. (Basically, the deeper it is, the less is said
about it.)




5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion (cont.)

N"17N 910 1INX 'D "X Now: Shabbos is introduced with the concept of working for 6 days. Yom Tov, however, is described
as “b’'mo’ado.” That which is attainable on each chag is limited to the chag itself. But the ideas and kedusha of Shabbos is
attainable even during the 6 days of the week.
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The Students of Rebbe Akiva, Lag B’'Omer, and R. Shimon Bar Yochai

This parsha is read during the time of sefira and this week we will discuss some of the central themes connected to this

1.

period.

Death of Rebbe Akiva's Students

a. The Talmud in Yevamos 62b explains that the students of Rebbe Akiva died between Pesach and Shavuos
from the Talmudic ailment Askarah.

i. The death Askarah is mentioned in Brachos 8a as the worst kind of death which, as mentioned in
Shabbos 3343, is punishment for Lashon Harah. For some mystical ideas related to the disease see Kli
Yakar Bereishis 1:14.

b. The laws of mourning related to these days are discussed in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim #493.

Torah of Rebbe Shimon Bar Yochai

a. The Talmud in Shabbos 33b-34a discusses the story of R. Shimon Bar Yochai in the cave.

b. Much has been written connecting the different aspects of R. Shimon Bar Yochai’s opinions in the Talmud to
his more mystical perspective. There seems to be a pattern that Rashbi emphasizes the internal essential
intentional, rather than external appearances. For instance see Shabbos 93b that a |1>nn 1'Kw 12T is 110D.
See also Sanhedrin 21a that Rashbi is X 7T xnyv wNIT. See also Brachos 35b where Rashbi advocates sitting
all day immersed in Torah.

c. Many poskim discuss whether the psak of Rashbi should be given special weight in Halacha due to his status
as a mystical fugure. See the Responsa of Maharshal #98 who cautions about giving him special
consideration. See also Bach YD 65:9 who is unwilling to give extra weight to a custom in the Zohar if it is a
psak of Rashbi that was rejected in the Talmud.

Lag B’Omer

a. From a simple reading of the Gemorah in Yevamos it seems that the students of Rebbe Akiva died throughout
the period between Pesach and Shavuos. In fact, no mention is made in the Gemorah that they stopped dying
on Lag B'Omer.

i. See Meiri Yevamos (ibid.) who cites Geonim that on Lag B’Omer the students of Rebbe Akiva stopped
dying.

ii. See the comprehensive post on the Seforim Blog, “A Printing Mistake and the Mysterious Origins of
Rashi’s Yarhtzeit,” which is an academic analysis of the association between Lag B’'Omer and the death
of the Rashbi.

b. Many people question why we would celebrate on the yahrtzeit of a rebbe (see Responsa Sho’el U'Meishiv vol.
5 #39). Responsa Divrei Yatziv Likkutim #64 (of course it’s siman T"0) discusses why we fast on the yahrtzeit
of Moshe Rabbeinu, but celebrate on the death of Rashbi.

¢. The Chassam Sofer (Responsa YD #233) discusses the kabbalistic significance of Lag B’Omer.

Making Sefira Count

a. There is a well-known cheirum imposed on those who give shiurim during the time of sefirah entitled,
“Making Sefira Count.”
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